— be . * * " ' 4 4 
o * 
: * 
» \ TC 
. 
- * * 
4 5 
Fa f - 
8 * 
* . 
** 
a d | b 
— » 
þ | 
2 N + 
* 
4 t 
2 % e 
; , 
4 


Earl | of O—4d, 


CONCERNING THE 


BILL of PEERAGE. 


* 


n 


FRarus enim ferme Senſus comms in illa 
FP onna - Juv. 


— 3 — — — 


By Sir — $S— le. Ac 2 


* — tt 
- 


The Sr co DO EDIT IO x. 


* 
* 


_— *— 
2 
12 IO 
— 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. Ro BEATS in Warwick- 
Lane. 1719. Price 6 d. 


8 * "I 2 
SY 8 r * 
RE v1 AC as t *% * nl e un? 
* - „ r Mit F ws! Pe 
n n n r wn A 
8 . 
1 8 Der 
M * * . F A. - 
2 4 +. * 


—_—  —— U 
p MA 
6 6 „ 


2 Bn ee rene 


_— — — 3 CAC 
- — . EE —_ 3 
9 „%% DD „dA ö 
dies — ——— 


3 — 
— — — CE” A VASE _— 
1 —y—ᷣ— ES Gabe . =: 
2 f 


LETTER 


: Earl of  O—- 4; 


MY LORD, 


AM very glad of an Occaſion, 

wherein I have the good For- 
tune to think the ſame way 
=—— with your Lordſhip, becauſe 
I have very long ſuffer d a great deal of 
Pain in reflecting upon a certain Viru- 
lence, with which my Zeal has, hereto- 
fore, tranſported me to treat your Lord- 


A 2 ſhip's 


e 
* fhip's Perſon and Character. I do proteſt 
to you,-excepting in the firſt Smart of 
my Diſgrace, and Expulſion out of the 
Houſe of Commons, I never writ any 
thing that ought to diſpleaſe you, but 
with a reluctant Heart, and in Oppoſition 
to much Good-will and Eſteem for your 
many great and uncommon Talents: And 
1take the Liberty to ſay thus publickly 
to yourſelf what I have often ſaid to 
others, on the Subject of my Behaviour 
to . I never had any other Reaſon to 
leflen my Lord of O——4 than that 
which Brutus had to ſtab Cæſar, the Love 
of my Country. Your Lordſhip will, 
I hope, believe. there cannot be a more 
voluntary, unconſtrain'd Reparation made 
to a Man, than that I now make to you, 
in begging your Pardon thus publickly for 
every thing I have ſpoken or written to 
your Diſadvantage, foreign to theArgument 
and Cauſe which I was then labouring to 
ſupport. You will pleaſe to believe I conld 
not have been ſo inſenſible as not to be 
touch'd with the Generoſity of part of 
your Conduct towards me, or have omit- 
ted to acknowledge it accordingly, if I 
had not thought that your very Virtue was 
dangerous; and that it was (as the World 
then ſtood) abſolutely neceſſary to de- 
5 . preclate 


preciate ſo adyenturous a Genius ſur- 
rounded with ſo much Power as' your 
Lordſhip then had. I tranſgreſs'd, my 
Lord, againſt you when you could make 
twelve Peers in a Day; I ask your Pardon, 
when you are a private Nobleman ; and as 
I told you, when I reſign'd the Stamp- 
Office, I wiſh'd you all Proſperity, con- 
ſiſtent with the publick Good; ſo I now 
congratulate you upon the Pleaſure you 
mult needs have, in looking back upon 
the true Fortitude with which you have 
paſs d through the Dangers ariſing from 
the Rage of the People, and the Envy of 
the reſt of the World. If to have right- 
ly judg'd of Mens Paſſions and Prejudices, 
Vices and Virtues, Interefts and Inclina- 
tions, and to have waited with Skill and 
Courage for proper Seaſons and Incidents 
to make uſe of them, for a Man's Sa 
and Honour, can adminiſter Pleaſure to a 
Man of Senſe and Spirit, your Lordſhip 
has abundant cauſe of Satisfaction. | 


In Confidence that you will accept 
of my Sorrow and Repentance for the 
unprovok d Liberties I have taken in my 
former Writings, I make you my Patron 
in this preſent Diſcourſe on the greateſt 
Occaſion that has, perhaps, ever hap- 


pen'd 


pen d in England: Your Lordſhip will 
1 write in haſte, and the neceſſity of 
preſſing forward to be time enough to be 
of any uſe, will excuſe the Failures in 
Stile and Exprefſion. I ſhall therefore 
immediately fall into -the Matter of the 
Bill, which I fear may change this free 
State into the worſt of all Tyrannies, 
that of an Ariſtocracy : I ſhall ſupport 
my-Reaſons for that Terror, by running 
thro" the ſeveral Parts of it, and making 
it appear that this is more likely than any 
other Conſequence that can be ſuppos'd 
will attend ſuch a Law as this would be: 
The whole Tenor of it is very unfortu- 
nately put together, if any thing but an 
Addition of Power to the Peers is in- 
tended by it, I believe, my Lord, all 
Mankind will allow that the only plau- 
{ible Reaſon for this Law, is what your 
Lordſhip remembers as well as I; but 
the Preamble aſſigns no ſuch Reaſon, but 
ſays that ſixteen Peers of Scotland, by 
reaſon of many new Creations ſince the 
4 Union, are not a ſufficient and propor- 
| tionable Repreſentative of that Nobility, 
and therefore they ſhall hereafter not be 
eſented at all, but a thing much more 
ſuitable to the Peerage of Scotland ought 
to be done for them, to wit, that twenty- 


five 
+ 


ve of them ſhould, at all timet hereafter, 
E Seats in Parliament. I al- 
ways imagin d no one was Judge of what 
was ſuitable to a Man but himſelf; and 
I ſee no manner of Comfort that it can 
. poſſibly be to one who has any thing 
taken from him, that the Poſſeſſion of it 
is more ſuitably plac'd : How is it ſaitable 
to the Peerage of Scotland, that inſtead 
of having a Repreſentative of ſixteen 
ſitting by their Election, they are here- 
after to be favour'd with having five and 
twenty there inſtead of them, and not 
one there in their behalf? It is, 
Lord, very much below Noblemen to 
uſe Cunning and Artifice; and it muſt be 
allow'd that the Peers of Scotland cannot 
complain of any thing like being trick'd, 
but their potential Seats in Parliament are 
bar'd and taken from them, not by Col- 
luſion and double Dealing, but the moſt 
unreſery'd and candid Uſurpation ima- 
ginable. But tho' this is done with fo 
much Eaſe, and no Reaſon given but that 
they who do it are pleas d to ſay it is mo 
ſuitable, it is to be preſum'd thofe whoſe 
Conſent is neceſſary for the diveſting in- 
nocent Men of their Liberty and Ho- 
nour, will defire ſome better Account of 
the Matter before they deprive their Fel- 
| low- 
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low- Subjects; I cannot but from a natu- 
ral Deteſtation of Injuſtice ſay, that it is 
the higheſt Wrong done to the Indulgence 

ment ion d à little after in the Preamble, 
to expect it will be granted in Favour of 
any Men, in Wrong of any other : And 

I will not doubt but the faithful Com- 
mons will alarm that Benignity from be- 
ing employ d to the Deſtruction of it ſelf, 
or Oppreſſion of others I hope the beſt 

Man, and beſt Prince in the World 

will be Gracious, ſo as to haye it always 

in His Power to be Gracious. I am ſure 
He will never give His People any Rea- 

ſon to complain but of His too Great 

Goodneſs: Happy the Sovereign, and 
bappy the People, when Exceſſive Grace 
is all that is to be fear d from Him: Dr. 
Burnet Compliments King William, Non 

Te fortem Dicimus, ſed Querimur. This 
Nation may ſay at this Time the ſame 
thing to Her Monarch. We do not on- 
ly acknowledge, but bewail that he is ſo 
Gracious. | 


But to come cloſe to the Point. The 
Peers of Scotland have an Indefeaſible 
Right by the Act of Union to be Elected, 
and to ſerve in Parliament as Peers of 
Great-Britain, in the Manner therein ſti- 

pulated 3 


9) 


pulated ; and it would be but more cruel, 
not more unjuſt, to take from them their 
Lives and Fortunes, as this Honour and 
Privilege which their Anceſtors purchas d 
by the frequent Hazard of theirs. The 

erms of this Union are Plain and Ab- 
ſolute ; nor can there be any Privilege, 
Liberty, or Property, ſecur d by it to 
the meaneſt Subject of either Nation, 
violated or alter'd againſt his Will, and 
no Satisfactory Reparation done him, 
without Infringement of the whole Act, 
and leaving the Perſons ſo injur d, at 
large as Innocent Outlaws, at Liberty to 
avenge by Force, what was done by 
Force; for Protection and Obedience are 
reciprocal, and the withdrawing the one, 
diſcharges the other. What then is the 
Condition of theſe unhappy Men, who 
are to be diveſted of their Rights, and 
Privileges of Subjects, and yet no doubt 
to be deem d Traitors, ſhould they fly to 
any Foreign Power, or Invader of that 
Nation, which has in the deareſt and great- 
eſt Conſiderations, (thoſe of Honour and 
Diſtinction) made them Foreigners ? But 
I will argue this Point from the Nature of 
Power in General. : 


B pou cg 
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Power as it is to be exerted by Men 
over Men, muſt be directed according to 
Nature, Juſtice and Reaſon; the firft ob- 
Vvoious Step from Confuſion andAnarchy to- 
wards ſuch a Power, is Submiſſion to the 
Will of one Great Good Man; but fuch 
is the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of the 
Greateſt and Beſt for ſuch a Charge, that 
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every Abatement, Limitation, and Di- 
| vilion of that Power which was at firſt 
{ Deſpotick, are ſo many Improvements of 
| Government. The Legiſlature of theſe 
j Kingdoms, in ſpight of many Convul- 
f 


ſions, has reſted in three States; but nei- 
ther this, or any other Form, can preſerve 
| it ſelf, but according to the Rules of Ju- 
i} ſtice and Honour; Power ſeparated from 
them is Brute-Force, and becomes Vio- 
lence, which is inconſiſtent with Reaſon 
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i! and Nature, according to which, it is as 
x juſt a Maxim to fay, The Legiſlature can 
[| do no Wrong, as to ſay, The, King can 


do no Wrong; for to do Wrong, is not 
to do as becometh a Legiſlature, or 
becometh a King, and therefore not in 
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If we ſhould ſuppoſe the State to com- 
mit Injuſtice, it would-in that Act be as 
deſtructive of it ſelf, as of .the Perſons 
violated ; for it would ceaſe to. be a Con- 
gregation of Men living under Laws 
and begin to be 2 Colle&ion of Robhers 
and Pirates, ſupporting themſelves by 
Force and Strength; it E therefore cer- 
tain that it is RE and g4inſt the, 
very Nature of the Thing, the Legilli- 
cure ſhould do Injuſticde. 
The Terms of the. Union cannot be 
revoked without diſuniting the Ring- 
doms; for aſter that is done, they are no, 
longer held together by Law, but by 
Force, and the Power which keeps us to- 
gether muſt be Arbitrary, and not Le- 
gal; or if Legal, not fe ; for a 
Law not ſupported by Ju ice, is in it ſelf, 
Null and Void; nor are the Makers of 
it Legiſlators, - but Oppreſſots. 


Thus then it appears, Without any 
poſſible Contradiction, that the Parlia- 
ment of Greut Britain cannot exclude 
the Peers of Scotland from the Benefit 
of the Twenty-third Article in the Act 
for the Union, without becoming an Ar- 
bitrary Power, acting with an Indiffe- 
5 2 rence 


| ( IZ | ; 
rence to Good and Evil, on the Founda- 
tion of Might only, Se 


Now, as Men are attempting what is 
not. in their Power to do, according to 
Honeſty, and therefore not in their Power 
to do at all, one would think this were 
enough to ſay againſt it; but the World 
is ſo corrupt, that an Argument that a 
thing is . inconvenient, is more forcible 
than Reaſons to prove a thing un- 
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I ſhall go on then to urge that We 
are ſafer under the Prerogative in the 
Fl _ King, than we can be under an Ariſto- 
4 The Prerogative is a Power in the So- 
ll! vereign, not exprels'd or deſcribed by the 
| Laws, but to be exerted in the Preſervation 
of them,by the Rule of the general Good. 


2 


And if you could prove, that the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Twelve Gentlemen was 
done purely to ſave the Nation, and that 
it was done for the Good of the Whole, 
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0 the Stateſman, who advis'd it, would 
| _ deſerve the Thanks of all Mankind for 
i expoſing himſelf to the Miſnterpretation 
[it and Reſentment of future - Parliaments 


for 


* 


„ 

for the Good of his Fellow - Subjects. I 
ſay, Sir, the Fault is not in the Power, 
but the Miſapplication of it: And in 
judging of this Matter we are to carry 
our Thoughts beyond the Age we live 
in, and abſtract ourſelves from the little 
Quarrels and Animoſities of our Time, 
and conſider, if this Nywer may not be 
proper to be lodg'd in the Chief Magiſtrate 
of this Kingdom a Hundred Years hence. 
The Magiſtracy of the King of England 
will be diſabled if this Power is taken 
away; and we are to expect Protection, 
as well as fear Oppreſſion from it. And, 
my Lord, had I time, I am confident I 
could cite you as many Inſtances of Pre- 
ſervation from the Prerogative in good 
Princes, as of Violation from arbitrary 
ones. I believe it will puzzle all the 
Civilians in the World to account for the 
Behaviour of the S—-x—n L-----ds on 


this Occaſion. For though a Deputy or 


Repreſentative has indeed full Right to a& 
for his Principal or Conſtituent in as am- 

le and effectual Manner as if it were 
uch his Principal himſelf, who did all 
which he the Repreſentative acts at the 
lame time, it is, from Reaſon and Equity, 
underſtood, that theſe Acts ſhould be for 
his Conſtituent's Good and Intereſt, and 
never 
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fever can be conſtrued to extend to the 
taking all the Conſtituent's Property, 
and converting his Authority to act för 
Him, into a Power to act againſt him ; 
much leſs for veſting in himſelf, the Re- 
preſentative,” the Right inttuſted by the 


Principal.” 
99 en Ya. * Br þ 1 2 1 
I will not pretend to doubt but that thoſs 
noble Perſonages have under the Hands 
and Seals of all, and every of their 
Electors, the Peers of Scotland, full Power 
and Authority for' this Alteration ; with- 
out which Authority this Proceeding can- 
not be reconciled to common Honeſty, 
But I will aver, that if the thirty odd, who 
are to be enobled by this Bill, are to be 
made up by preſent Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, fuch Members are 
to climb to Honour through Infamy. Nor 
can I imagine har Comfort reafonable 
Creatures can take in an Advancement ſo 
purchalld, but that of hiding the Sir- 
names of their Families (which they ſhall 
have made deteſtable) under the Cover- 
e 


This 


en 
Gonately, but plainly and honeſtly; and 
I do not do ſuch Men, if; there are fucks, 
Injury; but they do me, and every Com- 
moner of England Injury, by treache»: 
rouſlyattempting to facilitate the Paſſage 
of this dreadful Bill into a Law, that 
may enſlave their preſent Equals, and: 
contriving to partake - of the Tytanny: 
over them obtain d by ſuch their Per- 


fidiouſneſs. 3 Ala 
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My Lord, what I promis d to main- 
tain, was, that the Bill is made for an 
Ariſtocracy, and, indeed, it ſeems to me 
calculated. for nothing elſe; nay, it has: 
not ſo much as the Appearance of any: 
thing elſe; for tho' a Man of How 
nour, that is to ſay, a Man of conſcigus? 
Integrity, knows that he is a Peer for 
= the ſake of his fellow Subjects, and 
== that this Right is veſted- in him and 
== his Family for the ſake of Society, nos 
for himſelf and Succeſſors only; yet is 
there no part of Society conſider d in 
= this Bill, but merely the Peers and 
Nobles. Your Lordſhip, who has de- 
clar d againſt it, has obſery d · chis with 
proper Care of the Prerogative; give ma 
leave to declare the ſame, not only in be- 
half of the Prerogative, but alſo that 5 
the 
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"the People. The Lords exerciſe a Power 
in the: laſt Reſource of Juſtice; and an 
Appeal, oy lay, lies to them from the 
Courts of Weſtminſter-Hall for determi- 
ning all the Property of Great-Britain ; 
and yet they are willing to have a Law, 
which muſt neceſſarily diſable them from 
being a Court of Juſtice, that is, a 
capable Court of Juſtice for the fu- 
ture, The Bill even provides for their 
Inſufficiency as to this purpoſe ; and 
there is a Clauſe, which, inſtead of 
looking out for great and knowing Men, 
is very careful to leave Power in the 
King to give Titles, in caſe of Extinc- 
tions, to Minors. But much at the ſame 
time is the Partiality of the Bill that Fe- 
males are to be excluded from their fu- 
ture Right, as if a Lady of good Senſe 
were not as capable of bringing into the 
World a Man of Senſe, as a Boy under 
Age is of becoming a Man of Juſtice 
and Honour from the mere Recommenda- 
tion of his Fortune; for it is not to be 
doubted but that would be his beſt Pre- 
tenſion; but Lords have thought it more 
eligible to have in view the providing 
rich Husbands for their Daughters from 
among the Commons, than leaving it to 
their Female Heirs to make Lords 
the 
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( 17) 
the Deſcendants of meritorious Com- 


- 


moners. : 1 4 « + . 4 


Thus, my Lord, you ſee the Aril- 
tocracy is already ſet out by this Bill, 
for all the Proviſions and Limitations 
of it regard only the Titles and Ho- 
nours of the Peers, and a prodigious 
Care is taken that no one ſhould ſuffer 
from poſſible Contingencies and diſtant 
Incidents among themſelves, but no 
regard had to the known immediate 
preſent Rights of thoſe who do not ſit 
in their Houſe, but have title of Elec- 
tion into it; there is no difficulty of de- 
ſtroying thoſe whom they know to 
have Titles, but they are prodigious 
tender of hurting who may have Titles 
of which they do not know. And we 
Commoners are ſuppos d not to have 
Eyeſight enough to ſee through this 
noble Subtlety. The Lords will be 
Judges, and give and admit to whom 
they pleaſe incidental Claims, but Ex- 
tinctions are to be ſupplied only by the 
King, and he might poſſibly give them 
to Perſons they ſhould not like. _ 


> Sor | The 


. 
” — _ WO ——— 8 „ 2 
— — — — — —— — ̃ ͤ —— 2 _ 2 
— 7 75 - 


IT K IS 


1 2 * 
— av I Pear — — 
F 
— 5 - 


4 * 
en. Frag tn 


1 ů — ͤ — — 
— . 
% — 
— 


— — — 


— 2 p 


= — 
—— — — 2 a gn = — _ * 
—iyD7P PV x — — wr ror — « 2 — 


—— RG 


F 


* r 


Fx - - = | - 
ann won Rag df Tr ono Oo nn Se IE ory REC RT IE. ä 2 
9 
- 


—— — i, + 
= 


(18) 


The worthieſt Circumſtance i in the 
Bill, is the Favour and Notice taken 
of the Title in the Dutcheſs of Buc- 
clugb, and if good Senſe, Virtue, and 


-all manner of Merit are Reaſons for 
*bonouring any Perſons in their Deſcen- 


dants, the Heirs of that illuſtrious Lad: 


have indiſputable Pretenſions, and 


hope the King will never want the Af- 


ſiſtance of his Legiſlature for conferring 
it upon them, without the Aſſiſtance of 
ſuch a Bill as this is. 


To conclude: My Lord, the Re- 


ſtraint of the Peers to a certain Num- 
ber will render the Houſe uſeleſs, 
becauſe it is well known that the 
great Buſineſs is always carry'd on by 


Men created firſt in their own Perſons; 
and if all ſuch were now to be ex- 
cluded, I need not ſay what would 
be the Ability of the Houſe, 


When they are confin'd to a 
Number , the moſt Powerful of 
them will have the reſt under their 
Direction, and all the. Property dil- 
puted before them will be beſtowed 
not by Judgment, but by Vote and 
Humour, 


(19) 
Humour, or Worſe. Judges.ſo.made 
by the blind Order of Birth, will be 
capable of no other way of Deciſion, 
It is ſaid that Power attends Property, 
it is as true that Power will command 
Property; and I am at Liberty to ſay, 
that according to the Degeneracy of 
Humane Nature, the Lords may as 
well grow corrupt as other Men; 
and if they ſhould do ſo, how will 
this be amended but by the Conſent 
of thoſe who ſhall become ſo corrupt ? 
What ſhall we then ſay ? Shall We 
expoſe Our ſelves to probable Evils, 
with the Proſpect of impoſſible Reme- 
dies againſt them? 5 


I will not infinuate any thing from 
the Suſpicions or Dangers that may 
very well be expected will ariſe from 
the Impatience of thoſe new Nobles, 
who are not to be ſeated in the Houfe 
till another Seſſion of Parliament; but 
am at liberty to ſuppoſe that Seſſion 
would not be very far off aſter this 
Bill ſhould become a Law. It is hard- 
ly to be read ſeriouſly, when the Bill 
in a grave Stile and ſober, Contra- 
diction has theſe Words, The twenty- 
90 80 Reg eee 
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froe Peers on the Part of the Peerage of 
Scotland, as if they who were made 
Inſtead of the Peers of Scotland, could 
without a Banter, be call'd/ Peers on 
the Part of the Peerage of Scotland. 


The true Deſcription of them is Peers 


made, when the Peers of Scotland were 
no more” to- be Peers, for the Titles 
teſting in their Families, without 
Hopes of Succeſſion in the Peerage 
and Legiſſature, is only a Bar againſt 
any Farticipation of Power and Intereſt 


in their Country. It is putting them 


into the Condition of Papiſts Con- 
vict, as to what ought to be moſt 


dear to them, their Honour and Re- 


putation. 

| Tt is held by true Politicians 2 
moſt dangerous thing to give the 
meaneſt of the People juſt Cauſe of 


Provocation', much more to enrage 


Men of Spirit and Diſtinction, and 
that with downright Injuries. 


We may flatter our ſelves that pro- 
perty is always the Source of Power; 
but Earl Mar, who led and command - 


ed Men of much greater Property 
| wg | than 


FAD 


> #2 


(21) 
than himſelf, is an Inſtance that Pro- 
perty, like all other Poſſeſſions, has 
its Effects according to the Talents 
and Abilities of the Owner: And as 
it is allow d that Learning and Cou- 
rage are very common Qualities in 
that Nation, I ſhould think it not very 
adviſable to provoke the greateſt, and 
for ought we can tell, the beſt Me 

amongſt them. 7 * 


Thus we are bar'd from making 
this Law by prudential Rules, as 
well as from the inviolable Rule of 
Juſtice and common Right with re- 
lation to the Scotch Peers; but if we 
conſider the Matter, with regard to the 
King's Prerogative, this Law would 
diminiſh it to an irreparable Degree; 
And it is a ſtrange time to take away 
Power, when it is in the Poſſeſſion of a 
Prince who uſes it with ſo much Mo- 
derat ion, that he is willing to reſign it: 
But we are to conſider the Prerogative 
as part of the Eſtate of the Crown, 
and not conſent to the taking it out 
_ the Crown, till we ſee juſt Occaſion 
or it, 2 2 ; 
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2 Majeſty's Indulgence makes it 


( 22 ) 


fafe in his Royal Breaſt, and we know 
of nothing any other of the Family has 
done to alter it for fear of him. If others 
have juſt Apprehenſions, from whence- 
foever they ariſe, they ſhall ſpeak them, 


and prove them, juſt before they have. 


any honeſt Man's Vote for altering the 
Eftate in the Crown. The Prerega- 
tive can do no hurt when Miniſters do 
their Duty, but a ſettled Number of 
Peers may abuſe their Power, when no 
Man is anſwerable for them, or can 
call them to an Account for their En- 
croachments. . 


I know it is ſaid, and that very tru- 
wh the manner of their Power will be 


he ſame as now, but then the Appli- 
cation of it may be altered when they 
are an unchangeable Body. Schemes 
of Grandeur and Oppreſſion can be 


form'd+o invade the Property, as well 


as Liberty of their Fellow. Subjects; 
which would, according to the preſent 
Eſtabliſnment, be vain to undertake, 
when they are ſubject to Alteration 
before their Projects could be ripen d 
into Practice and Uſurpation. 


As 
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C7 

As for any ſudden and ſurprizing 
Way of Creation, that lies before the 
Legiſlature for Cenſure, and the great 
Diminution which all Creations bring 
upon the King's Authority, is a ſuffi- 
cient Defence againſt the abuſive Em- 
ployment of that Authority this Way. 
or when the King makes Peers, he 
makes perpetual Opponents of his Will 
and Power, if they ſhall think fit; 
which one Conſideration cannot but 
render frequent Creations terrible to 
the Crown. . 


This Conſtitution has ſubſiſted in 
Spight of Convulſions and Factions, 
without reſtraining or expreſſing the 
Extent of the Legiſlative Powers; nor 
is it poſſible for any Man, or Aſſembly 
of Men, to circumſcribe their diſtinct 
Authorities: No, they are to be left 
eternally at large, and Safety of each 
Part, and the Good of the Whole, are 
to be the Rules of their Conduct. And 
as tis impoſſible to foreſee all the Cir- 
cumſtances which muſt ariſe before 
them, there is no other ſafe Way, but 
leaving them at large, as vigilant 
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and Characters of Men in preſent 
Power into ridicule ; but as I abhor to 


defend, I neither have nor will pre- 
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(24) 
Checks upon each other, equally un- 
confin d, but by Reaſon and Juſtice. 


Hence it is, my Lord, that I have 
always aſſerted, that if there was any 
Outrage committed in the Caſe of the 
Twelve Gentlemen, the Peers ſhould 
have then withſtood the receiving of 
them, or done what they thought fit 
at another Seaſon for their Satisfaction, 
and not when it is too late, inſtead of - 
aſſerting their Liberties, meditate their 
future Security in unreaſonable Con- ; 
ceſſions from the Crown, and Diſcqu- 
ragements upon the Merit of the Com- 5 


I have, my Lord, lam under unjuſt 
Imputations of turning the Perlons M 


. 
do any thing but what I think I may 


ſume to take ſuch a Licence, but 

leave it to Gentlemens own Modeſty 
and Reflection, to conſider whether 
they can reaſonably think the Con- 
ſummation of the Exgliſb Glory and 
ogy is to cloſe and reſt in their Per- 8 
ons. 5 


After 
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After the "Bill. has, vifciearty pr 
1 hided for tlie Ariſtocracy | oyer t 
ominions, 3k, des into a kind of 
Deconotny, rder among them 
ſelves, w ns relates | to thei Noble 
and not to 185 705 Peerag e we oo 
Men and oriers will not diſput 
about fach king which » ok o to 
merely. ering and ane and i 
they will be atisfied 1 4 Power in 
them as Peers, they ſhall be Dukes 
Thar jueſſes, . Earls, 1 whatever oth 
Wo s they pleaſe, without out En 
8 or Opß hen.” But when we com 
We ferioully to conſider what we ate goin 
W to do, we mult take the Liberty t 
be very jea ous, as the laſt time that 
W it, may be in our power to make 4 
* Stand for ourſelves and our Poſterity; 3 
= 4nd Noblemen cannot blame Com- 
x rs who are as ſhy in beſtowing, as 
: are importunate in urging - the | 
ate of ſuch a Power in themſelves, 
"Which can be of no Uſe of Advantage 
but to aſelies : at the ſame time 
one cannot teſiſt obſerving to them, 
That, with reſpect to the Fee 
th e Peerage of Scotland, and the 
we OO 7 ol * 
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Rights of. the, whole. Body of the 
People of Gredr Britian, "they cannot 
more exorbitant in the e ufc 5 this 
ill, ſhould'it become 4 Law, than in 


rhe "Circuthltances under wif th 
leid it 9 for Our C6har $i ce; ati 


"tis not 
tion in 


Hirſt of Power, 12 Tödeta- 
mand 4s Wade of it; can 
Men to further Tul; 
and we, cannot 2 prehenid, 105 55 


exerted in 155 


Lord, it is to be hop A Achs yo 
ban Je Bill wil be ctrl ly reject 
Wien no one. can Pretend to amen 


which would be onnded bd U 
Bie gud be 


SuperſtruMite, Which; gught to be ap- 
15 d, u upon a Fouridation Which de- 


ſerves nothing but Indignation ahd 
| Contem ißt. 151 is 4 melancholy Con. 


deration, that under the 1 'of 
Debts, 15 Neceſſities of A War, * 
Perplexities of. Trade, an the Cala- 
mities of the Poor, the 16 e 
mould thus be taken i up ahd 

in Schemes for the * ear 
the Power; Pride and *Luxwm of 4 


| Rich and Noble: 1 ſpeak . not this, my | 


Lord, 


H bar is in its very Hire incorripibte, F 
for it would be in vain to attempt > | 


Ty 5 
1 1 


1 70 


Lord, to ſpread Dilcontenes * __ 

iviſians, but to compole and hea 
8 1 peak al it in arity Sl 
Men, and Ladet it to 85 8 
Whom 0! fall Sthers wy BI oor Bas 
en moſt Exe ere 5 5 
my 25 have treated b ir - 

ot lemti' manger,” by 9 
the. 5 ful Authority from whence * 
Few but 1 2 muſt” not, on ſy 


al be op reſt by .outwar 
Far Decay "ok to iy Bottorg of the 
Matter” before us, diyeſled of every 
thing that ound divert us from ſee f 
the true Reaſon, of what paſſes, an 
the Pretepl ns to what is ask d; 
1 this ill is requ celle d for 1 
che 87 8 Peers 
=_ why, at the, ſane a Ph fi ve 
and "twenty Kotch, and eight | En- 
Plſh to be now made? Is not this the 
lame thing as to ſay, If you will let 
us 92 85 many t is one Time, un- 
der the Satiftion of a Law, we will 
jake 0 ho more, - for we Hall have no 
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115 It appears .indee a 0 5 51 1 any 
more ſhould be wanted 


wanted, Is, benden the Auen a 5 
occaliona[Tncr reale « of 1 mot ee 
1 5 for that Ppurpaſe 18 0 you, @ 
Pee * Prohi hibition to it. and 

ame 150 5 A; convenient Di 


7 — of e after t eir Creatish, 
1 92 not thy as I Approve. even fuch 
2. ag. or every Power of Parlia- 
ent (as 1 2ifeady, 9 ob blery;,d'). has 
im the Hep lon Gf. the hi np, and their 
diſtin& $a 155 Ly tions, a8 
Well as Pri v _ ;. but "name that 
Expedient 80 to e that mgre is 
ak d.than'is Wanted; 4 nd when more 
is asked than As, dh 1 Gor be 
thought unfair to ſuſpect e more 
15 to be Te with the ite 
Power than js a cknowled dg d; jth e 7 
115 Congut 10 the Houle of be eers, 0 
Iitting or pants Citations of 4 1 
Crown, Thows that th & well know 
y have à Power of ſo doing, when 9 
— Reaſon of the thing gives them Mi 
Uno for it, much, more when 
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TP Reaſon dictates that their very Ex 
ih ence, as a Houle of Parliament, is 
Iii ſtruck 
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The latter End of the Bill enn 8 
3 ſome Com paſſton towards he 
Pterogative; and enacts ſomething Gra- 
cious towatds che Deſcendhlts f the 
Sovereipni before” the Comihfencemeſt 
of the Ariſtocracy. Al 
nevertheleſs, That nothing in this Act con. 
tained ſhalt be taten, or 2 lay any 
Reſtraint nb on the Kings" Mujoſty, his 
Heirs: ee, from ad vancing or 

promoting any Peer, huving Note * 

t in Parliament, to uin higher 9 | 
or Degree of Dignity or willy, 3 © 
from creating or making any of 6 
Princes of the Blood Peers of G Great Bri- 
tain; or Lords f Parlimmem; and ſuch 
Princes 4 the Blood, ſo created, all 
not be 'efteemed-t0/ be -any Part of the 
Number, to which the Peri: of Great 
Britain tre *f this Act reſſain . 


You ſee, my Lora: the Grace and 
Favour which (as ſoon as all their own 
Poſterity, and Accidents that could 
befall them, are provided for) is moſt 

boun- 
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Goodneſs is confer don SE: oo OR who 


e not Avi entitled to that Honour, it 


lg A, in {pight.,of-all 
Anfrustions that. are {py 
E g veſted. ig thers 
them will ho feed, but chet whats 
gver becomes: of this Bill. fair pre- 
{ent Eſtates, their then remaining E. 
Rates will be Kill inviolahle. I am 
confident none will delerve my other 
and as all humane Nature is ſubjc to 
lofirmities, are exc 
which grow upon the Dignity of our 
Nature. Iwill dwell no more upon 
this tender Place, bot ky Rn 
ragpdliggs, un. VEL YL 1 


CO 


| Phu ln, lu hes hee, oy 


. Fo e my Tord. 1 will not 
doubt hut Mens Spas will be fufh- 
ciently raisd, in 2 Cauſe which, {o 
nearly concerns the Subject, from — 
the loweſt; ob 5 
has given this 

FE oper e a. full A Aa 
to be preſent at the Deb ate, it wil 
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I have dene 


rent in it, but tkert the 


(ji) 


J can feder think the > rr 
bee l Aer, ac f. gene e Ram 


Hot but the aan 
— — ——4 this full Alten il 
de doubled arte. I cttihbeleive off tl 
ice to a nile and 
nerous echo pleaded for 
more diſtant Pay, and wiſh Itbuld re 
preſent him in the amiable Figure 
which he bears in my Imagi l. The to 


all the reſt of his fellow Su 
Roman, the Engliſh Virtue is not loft, 
while a young Nobleman is contending 
againſt a Power as a Patriot, which he 
has ſo near a. Pretence. to as a Son; 
filial Piety eo bis Country und to his 
Family had no Struggle, but work d to- 
ether to break tho Modeſty which 
ong withheld him from taking a lea- 


ding Part in this glorious Contention: 


Many, who are nearer to lim in Inte- 


reſt and Fortune, will, I hope, on the 
approaching Occaſion „ emulate his 
Virtue ; none who have Honour to fit 
in the Leg ture ſhouldybe indiffe- 
ſelves accor- 

ding 
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